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of statements of fact, and fair comment upon the rest. Their
defence, and the " particulars " thereto, consisted of sixty
closely printed pages, which included many of the articles
in the Daily News which had condemned Chinese inden-
tured labour in the Transvaal before or during the 1906
election. The defence, in effect, admitted the steps which
had been taken by Messrs. Cadbury to induce reform in the
colonies, but alleged that this was merely an attempt to
anticipate attack. Thus undoubtedly, as Rufus Isaacs said
in opening the case, they aggravated the libel and rendered
the task of the defending advocate far more difficult. The
defence, as finally delivered, had developed into a charge of
hypocrisy against one of the proudest and most honourable
names in British commerce.
The great public interest in the case was increased by the
political crisis and the imminent General Election, and also
by the fact that the greatest Conservative leader of the day
was engaged for a Conservative organ against the most
brilliant advocate in the Liberal Party, who was in turn
attacking on behalf of the honour of a great Liberal family,
not unconnected with the most powerful Liberal organ. The
case recalled one of the bitterest specific issues of the previous
election, which had undoubtedly lost many seats for the
Conservative cause ; and beneath the surface the whole
ethical foundation of the doctrine of Free Trade was in
question. To the single combat that was to ensue between
the two great advocates, while the issues were being formally
declared at Westminster, the eyes of England were turned ;
indeed, it seemed almost as if the General Election was being
fought at Birmingham in miniature. The interest of the case
was heightened by the announcement that Sir Edward
Grey himself, the Foreign Secretary, had undertaken to give
evidence on behalf of the plaintiffs. Rufus Isaacs and Edward
Carson seemed almost like knights chosen to fight at a
tournament by their respective factions, as in mediaeval days.
Rufus Isaacs opened the case for the plaintiffs in a masterly
speech : he laid great stress on the wonderful way in which the
Cadbury brothers had carried on their business in the interest
of their workpeople, and skilfully marshalled all the facts